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What is 5G RuralDorset?

5G RuralDorset is a ground-breaking £7m research and development project 

aimed at understanding how next generation connectivity can help people lead 

safer and more prosperous lives in rural communities.

It is a consortium led by Dorset Council and includes local, national and 

international partners.

Part-funded (£4.5m) by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport and is part 

of its 5G Rural Testbed & Trials programme.

If we can do it here, we can do it anywhere!



Why rural Dorset?

Connectivity/logistics

Economic

Healthcare - oldest unitary population in 

UK

Public safety  

Tourism

One of the UK’s most protected 
landscapes.

Competition goes to heart of 
many challenges faced by our 
communities.

Jurassic Coast 

UNESCO World Heritage Site



Why are we doing this?

Contribute to the understanding of 

how 5G can be used to address some 

specific challenges  – public safety, 

economic growth, food production 

and environmental.

Develop use cases that can be used as 

a blueprint for rural 5G.

Support the UK5G market to speed up 

its ability to serve challenging 

environments like rural Dorset.

Create new opportunities in Dorset 

and rural communities across the UK.



How will we do it?

Four research areas will develop innovative 

technical approaches to bring connectivity 

to challenging environments.

Use existing infrastructure – like masts, 

fibre and buildings – wherever possible.

Build fewer new masts, reducing the 

environmental impact and investment 

needed, that can host multiple providers' 

equipment.

Create an understanding of new business 

models which can make providing life-

enhancing (and lifesaving) connectivity to 

rural communities commercially viable.



Research Areas

Future of Food
Wessex Internet masts 

in North Dorset

Innovation Accelerator
Dorset Innovation Park

Rural Business Accelerator
Lulworth Estate

Connected Coast
Sections of Dorset coast



Consortium Partners



Supporting Partners
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