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UK5G

UK5G is a collective of private and 
public sector organisations, working 
together to accelerate the adoption 
of 5G across the United Kingdom. 

4,000+ 

1600+ 

Users

Organisations

(Electronic copies available
UK5G.org)

https://uk5g.org/5g-updates/research/uk5g-innovation-briefing/
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Agenda

Introduction to Digital Connectivity Infrastructure Accelerator (DCIA)

Focus on the workstreams and progress to date

Digital Platform technical specifications and your contributions

Conclusion and next steps



Introduction to DCIA

Jessica Ellis, Head of Programme Development 
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Digital Connectivity Infrastructure 
Accelerator (DCIA)

The project explores the challenges of using publicly owned 
land, buildings and street furniture to support digital 
infrastructure and roll out of advanced wireless connectivity.

Focus is on:

• Accelerating deployment of digital infrastructure by 
improving the ability to access and acquire sites.

• Building evidence to understand the benefits and 
feasibility of using street furniture to host multiple 
technologies.

The project is funded from the Shared Outcomes Fund. DCMS 
lead work across government to ensure a coherent approach.
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Stakeholder engagement



Focus on the 
workstreams 

Dave Kinshott, DCIA Project Lead
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Why is Government looking into this?
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DCIA project workstreams

Digital Platform: National adoption of Asset Mapping Platforms

Analysis of PFI contracts relating to street furniture assets 
Best-practice guidance for Local Authorities

Library of Standard contracts for Digital Connectivity Providers and Local Authorities

Standards for Smart Infrastructure
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DCMS’ support for national adoption of a Digital Platform

Market engagement Stakeholder validation of the problem statement, feedback on the approach, and expressions of support 

Specification development

Mobilisation for pilots

Platform adoption pilots

Market transfer

Common view or requirements co-developed by stakeholders across the supply chain

Formation of region-led partnerships to deliver user adoption pilots

Testing operational adoption with regions and local authorities

Promotion of national adoption through best practice
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Feedback from market engagement

Local Authorities Survey Mobile Network Operators

58 Local Authorities responded.

Almost two thirds believe that there will be more than 15% growth in 
the number of sites using authority-owned assets over the next 5 years. 

But only 7% describe their current interactions with telecom companies 
as “fast and effective with very few issues encountered”.

All Mobile Network Operators agree that the issues identified by DCIA 
project resonate with their own experience.

All agreed that a digital platform could offer benefits to their business 
priorities.

All are willing to support the DCIA project.
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Analysis of PFI contracts
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Small Cell Standard Contracts
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Smart Infrastructure Standards
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DCIA project workstreams linking together



Digital Platform 
Technical Specification

Dejan Bojic, DCIA Project Lead
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Digital Platform

Digital Platform workstream within the DCIA project 
seeks to support national adoption of online tools which 
digitalise and to as greatest degree possible automate 
the process of finding and securing rights-of-use of 
suitable locations for deployment of advanced wireless 
equipment. 

The aim is to make the transactions between public 
sector asset owners and telecommunications 
infrastructure providers as frictionless as possible.
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Technical specification is currently in development

Market engagement Stakeholder validation of the problem statement, feedback on the approach, and expressions of support 

Specification development

Mobilisation for pilots

Platform adoption pilots

Market transfer

Common view or requirements co-developed by stakeholders across the supply chain

Formation of region-led partnerships to deliver user adoption pilots

Testing operational adoption with regions and local authorities

Promotion of national adoption through best practice



20

What is the Specification and why is it needed?

• Understanding by Local Authorities of where to start.

• Fragmentation of approaches is a major barrier to adoption.

• We need common understanding and consistency between:

– End users: telecom companies and ‘places’,

– Solutions and professional services providers,

– Government.

• The Specification is a minimum viable set of requirements and 
features, focusing on end-user journeys and data governance. 

• It will be a base reference for the DCMS supported pilots.

Local Authorities Survey
What scope of functionality have you implemented 
or are planning to implement in the first instance?
54 responses

Local Authorities Survey
What scope of functionality do you hope to achieve 
in the future?
55 responses
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Key stakeholder contributions

DCMS

Mobile Network 
Operators (MNOs)

Small Cell / Neutral Host 
Network Operators

IoT Connectivity 
Providers

Tower 
Companies

Regional 
Authorities

Local 
Authorities

Supply-side Demand-side

Core Co-Development Group

Co-Development 
Ecosystem

Platform 
specifications

Government Partners

Data Services 
Providers

Telecom Expert 
Consultancies

Digital Platform 
Solution Providers
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Your contributions

• Your views based on your knowledge and experience will enhance understanding of broad requirements 
for Digital Platform solutions and will in turn help foster stakeholder acceptance and collaboration.

• The questionnaire consists of two types of questions: 

– Sections 1-3 contain several predefined statements of requirements based on end-user inputs so far, 
to which we want to ascertain your level of agreement or otherwise. 

– Sections 4-5 present open-ended questions asking for any other considerations you want to put 
forward as well as providing an opportunity to inform us of your organisation’s capabilities and 
interest specific to the adoption of Digital Platforms. 

• Please note that your response to any of the questions is entirely optional. None of the contributions will 
be attributed to or identifiable as being provided by any individual organisation.

• We do not expect you to provide any information which you may regard as confidential or commercially 
sensitive. Please contact DCMS’ DCIA team if you are uncertain on this point.
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Platform 
specifications

Specification development timelines

July August SeptemberJune

Onboarding of the CDG Requirements workshops with the CDG Debrief with the CDG

Technical specification

Briefing event for Solution and 
Professional Services Providers

Input reflected within 
the specifications

Consultation on the specifications with the government 
partners, focusing on shared best practice related to 
data models and APIs, governance & security

Co-Development 
Ecosystem

Review and endorsement by the CDG

Solution and Professional 
Services Providers input

Platform 
specifications

(draft)
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Collaborative ecosystem is needed to support national adoption at-scale

Telecom 
Infrastructure 

Providers

Local 
Authority

Local 
Authority

Local 
Authority

Regions

Digital 
Platform 
Providers

Data 
Capabilities

Telecom 
Industry 
Expertise

DCMS DCIA

Other Data 
Providers

Platform 
specifications

We would like to encourage all interested 
organisations to get involved by providing an 
input into the technical specification and by 
expressing interest to take part in the pilots. 

Technical specification will represent a stakeholder 
consensus on the minimum viable set of platform 
requirements and will be a base reference for the 
DCMS supported pilots.
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Digital Platform specifications – next steps

• Everyone attending today’s event will shortly receive an email with 
the technical specification questionnaire.

• The email will also contain a link to the recording of the event and a 
copy of the presentation available for download.

• Those who could not attend should email dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk to 
request a copy of the questionnaire.

• We’d be grateful if you could complete the questionnaire and email it 
back to dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk by 20th of August.

• If you have any questions after the event, please email them to us at: 
dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk

• We will make the answers to all your questions publicly available 
online, unless you mark your questions as commercially sensitive.

• Specification will be published online by the end of September. 

mailto:dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk
mailto:dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk


In conclusion

Andy Curtis, UK5G
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What happens next…

Follow up:

• You will shortly receive an email with the technical 
specification questionnaire and all the supporting 
information.

• You will receive another email reminder closer to the 
response deadline of 20th of August.

If you have questions:

• Reach out to UK5G directly, or… 

• Email DCMS’ DCIA team at: dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk

Thank you!

mailto:dcia-info@dcms.gov.uk



