
 

UK5G International Working Group - Terms of 
Reference 

Background: 

The UK has an ambition to be a leading country in 5G. The UK Government’s Digital 
Strategy  states that ‘We want the UK to take a leading role in the development 1

and roll-out of 5G’ and 5G Strategy and 5G Testbed & Trials Programme aims 2

include “Fostering the development of the UK’s 5G eco-system to ensure that the 
UK and UK businesses are well placed to maximise the efficiency and productivity 
benefits of 5G by:  

• Creating opportunities for UK businesses, including SMEs, to develop new 
5G applications and services that they can market at home and overseas.  

• Creating a forum where 5G best practice and knowledge from across the UK 
can be shared and a clear brand for the UK’s 5G activities.”  

The aims of UK5G are complementary, with UK5G to act as a focal point for 
international engagement into the UK’s 5G eco-system - encouraging international 
participation and investment. In addition, the UK5G’s Advisory Board aims to 
advise the Government's 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme, providing expert 
feedback from industry, identifying their priorities and advising on future areas of 
focus.  

DCMS has identified three broad outcomes in support of these international 5G 
aims:  

• Learnings - Learn from 5G approaches taken globally to inform our 5G 
Testbed & Trials Programme, 5G policy and help to shape the wider UK 5G 
eco-system.  

• Trade and Investment - Help to stimulate the 5G eco-system in the UK - and 
benefit to the UK overall - by exploring opportunities to create and expand 
footprints of 5G-related UK businesses overseas and helping to encourage 
appropriate inward investment into the UK 5G eco-system.  

• Perception - UK is viewed globally as one of the leading countries in 5G.  

UK5G can play a pivotal role in disseminating best practice, use cases, and 
connecting actors together. A number of Advisory Board members, and Associate 
Partners are working in this space.  The TM Forum are quintessentially an 
international organisation.  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-digital-strategy  1

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/next-generation-mobile-technologies-a-5g-strategy-for-the-uk 2



 
The UK5G AB International Working Group will leverage these relationships to 
pursue these outcomes.  

Objectives: 

UK5G AB International Working Group areas of focus are likely to evolve over time, 
but in the short/medium term, they will be: 

1. UK Proposition Development - this includes advice and support to 
Department for International Trade and DCMS in developing the UK’s 5G 
proposition/offer, to support their trade and investment activity;  

2. Engagement Plan #1 – Overseas Industry Bodies – how to engage and 
prioritise the numerous overseas 5G industry bodies – such as the Korean 5G 
forum, 5G-ACIA etc etc;   

3. Engagement Plan #2 –Trade Fairs and Events What events should the UK 
focus on and how do we do this?  

Actions for the Working Group include:  

• Develop a master list of International Events narrative as to why we should 
engage  

• Develop a method for capturing the UK5G AB intelligence on what is 
happening internationally and importantly what to do with the knowledge 
and how it informs policy  

• Progress oversight of Korea engagement  
• Explore if we should target global organisations that are vertical focused  

This WG will also work closely with other working groups, such as the UK5G 
Manufacturing WG, which will also wish to focus on engagement with international 
organisations such as the 5G-ACIA.  

Issues such as cyber-security, diversity of supply, and availability of 5G devices, 
will also be considered.  

Progress so far:  

UK5G members have been active in this area:  

• UK5G AB has been involved in the development of the relationship with 
South Korea, including the design of the joint UK/Korean project “5G 
Infotainment Services for Transport Environments”  

• Numerous opportunities have been taken to promote UK 5G capabilities at 
international events.  

Structure of the WG: 



 
As with other UK5G working groups, the International WG will have a Chair, taken 
from the UK5G Advisory Group, and a Deputy Chair.  We envisage a working group 
drawn from registered UK5G members of between 12-20 interested and relevant 
individuals. 

UK5G Advisory Board (UK5G AB) membership of the working group is as follows:   
• Simon Fletcher & Mike Short (co-chairs)  
• Sylvia Lu (Deputy Chair)  
• John Naylon 
• Dimitra Simeonidou 
• Mansoor Hanif 
• Keith Willetts 

Membership selection criteria: 

It is imperative that the WG gets an optimal, wide-ranging selection of members 
for the WG. We envisage that members will have a range of experience, skills and 
insight derived both from the supply (telecoms) and demand (potential customers 
of 5G) side of industry. 

In addition, required capabilities might also include: 

• Senior responsibility for global sales, marketing and strategy   
• Understanding of International Investment  
• Expertise in 5G technologies and standards  
• Deep sector knowledge for specific industries 

Process: 

1. Once agreed, this document will be posted up on WG’s page on 
www.uk5g.org and registered users will be invited to apply to sit on the WG. 

2. The Chair, in conjunction with UK5G and interested AG members, will 
choose a list of relevant applicants 

3. WGs will be organised routinely, at the discretion of the Chair and Deputy 
Chair 

4. An action plan will be developed after the inaugural meeting 
5. The progress of the WG will be reviewed twice-yearly at the UK5G Advisory 

Group meetings (normally in July and, January) 

http://www.uk5g.org

